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2008 SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

 
Scripts for The Ashland New Plays Festival are currently being accepted. Each script must be 
accompanied by an application form, and postmarked no later than January 15, 2008. The 
notification to winning playwrights will be sent by August 2008. 
 
Selected plays are given approximately twelve hours of rehearsal, culminating in two public readings 
of each piece. Playwrights are expected to sign a participation agreement upon notification of their 
selection. Actors and technicians are a mix from the professional, semi-professional, and best 
community theaters in the region. Financial reward is $500 plus housing for one week in a local bed-
and-breakfast inn. 
 
Scripts must meet the following criteria: 

• Script must be unproduced* as per our definition 
• One submission per author per year 
• Authorship indicated on unattached cover page and bio page only 
• Full-length dramas or comedies only (approximately 90-120 minutes running time) 
• Cast limited to eight or fewer characters, or else include a doubling plan 
• Legibly typed on letter-sized paper (81/2” X 11”) and securely bound 

 
The Ashland New Plays Festival does not accept: 

• Film or TV scripts 
• Translations or adaptations 
• Works intended for children or young audiences 
• Musicals 

 
The following must be submitted with each script: 

• A completed application form 
• A check or money order for $15 to cover duplication and other costs, made out to A.W.E. 
• First cover page (unattached) with full contact information: address, telephone, e-mail 
• Second cover page with title only, bound into the script 
• Playwright’s biography (unattached) with emphasis on history as a playwright 
• Brief synopsis of the play (limit of two paragraphs) 
• For confirmation that your play has been received, please use a U.S.P.S. return receipt request 

or else send by Certified Mail 
• Enclose a S.A.S.E. if you wish your script to be returned to you 

 
Authorship and full copyright information should be indicated ONLY on the detached cover page 
and bio page. All scripts are “blinded” during the evaluation and selection process. Any script not 
meeting these criteria will be ineligible for consideration for the Ashland New Plays Festival. 
 
*Definition of unproduced. For the purposes of the ANPF, a script is still considered unproduced 
even if the script has been previously read (not performed) in public. For all previous presentations, 
the following must hold true: 1) the actors were on-book, 2) there were minimal production values, 3) 
the actors and technicians either volunteered their time or received a token stipend. The playwright 
also may have received a token stipend. However, a play is considered produced if it has been 
presented to an audience with any  of the following elements: blocking, scenery, lighting, costumes, 
actors off-book, admission charged, or actor compensation. 
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Dear Playwright, 
 
Thank you for submitting your work to the 16th Annual Ashland New Plays Festival and our 
2008 season. Please complete the information below and mail it with your script and a check 
or money order for $15 to the above address. 
 
Name: ___________________________________  Date: ___________________________  
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________  
 
City: _____________________________________  State: ___________________________  
 
Telephone: ________________________________  E-Mail: _________________________  
 
Title of Script: _____________________________  
 
I certify that the following conditions for submission have been met: 
 

____  My script is a full-length drama or comedy. 
____  My script has never been produced. 
____  My script requires a cast of eight or fewer or includes a doubling plan. 
____  My script is not a film or TV script. 
____  My script is not a translation or adaptation, nor children’s theater nor a musical. 
____  My bio is included, with emphasis on my history as a playwright. 
____  A brief synopsis of the play and a cast list are bound into the script. 
____  My script is typed, is legible, and is printed on 8 ½” x 11” or A4 paper. 
____  My script is securely bound using three-hole punch. 
____  Authorship, copyright and contact information are revealed ONLY on  

an unattached cover page. 
____  My bio piece is also unattached to the script. 
____  A cover page with script title ONLY is bound into the script. 
____  My check / postal money order for the non-refundable $15 fee is enclosed. 
____  The fee payment is made out to A.W.E. or ArtWork Enterprises. 
____  I have enclosed a S.A.S.E. because I want the script returned to me. Or… 
____  …Please destroy the script and do not return it to me. 

 
 
Signed: ___________________________________  Date: ___________________________  
 
 

DEADLINE: POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2008 


